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IRWIN DISTRICTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY — PULLIN’ THE POTS 
Statement by Member for Moore 

MR R.S. LOVE (Moore — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [12.57 pm]: Today, I will talk about the Irwin Districts 
Historical Society’s Pullin’ the Pots project. I would like to highlight the incredible work undertaken by the 
Irwin Districts Historical Society in preserving the history of the fishing industry in the Irwin district. Assisted by 
federal and local funding, dedicated volunteers were able to collect and have professionally transcribed over 30 hours 
of oral interviews from 18 local fishermen and women. The Pullin’ the Pots project involved the collection of stories 
spanning a 70-year time frame, with an equal number of men and women interviewed to ensure that the contribution 
of women to the industry would not be forgotten. The stories highlight not only the role of women in the industry, 
but also the social and economic changes that ensued. The interviews, as well as photographs, artefacts and a video 
from the late Bob Hope, were placed on display for all to enjoy. A live interview with Helen Hope was the highlight 
of the morning, with her recalling how hard but rewarding life was down the coast. The morning was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all who attended and is a testament to the hard work and dedication put in by the volunteers of the 
Irwin Districts Historical Society. These stories are now archived and will soon be available to the public for 
research and reflection. I would like to commend all involved in the project for their dedication to ensuring the 
preservation of their local history and highlighting the significant contribution that the fishing industry has made to 
the Irwin district. Well done Irwin Districts Historical Society for this important capture of a unique slice of history. 
 


	IRWIN DISTRICTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY — PULLIN’ THE POTS
	Statement by Member for Moore


